Written by the Human Rights Commission

Dedham Human Rights Commission Asks for Support

At the Town Meeting November 2017, the Town voted to create the Dedham Human Rights
Commission. The Commission works to defend the rights of all to enjoy the free and equal
exercise of their rights and privileges as secured by the Constitution and Laws of the
Commonwealth and the United States.

Over the years the Commission has been active in leading Town celebrations that recognize
Human Rights struggles and victories. Martin Luther King Day, Gay Pride events and Juneteenth
National Independence Day are all now part of the Town’s traditions.

The Commission is now seeking your help in addressing Human Rights that are under assault.
News headlines are filled with atrocities of children being abducted and moved to other
countries, civilians are caught in conflicts and being tortured, due process is being ignored,
religious persecution is rampant, critical health care is being denied, and famine is now a
political strategy.

The Dedham Human Rights Commission fervently believes that Human Rights belongs to all,
and each of us has a role to play in protecting our rights. Here are a few suggestions to join the
ongoing struggle for Human Rights:

Research Human Rights Issues and become knowledgeable about Human Rights violations.

Donate to organizations with a Human Rights mission. There are many organizations that focus
on a particular Human Rights issue who need financial support. Research organizations
credibility by using Guidestar or Charity Navigator.

Focus your shopping and support companies that demonstrate Human Rights causes, pay living
wages, and fight discrimination.

Consider volunteering for organizations who are advocating for Human Rights issues or are
directly serving individuals who are being denied rights. The Dedham Human Rights
Commission often has open positions which are made by appointment of the Select Board.

Vote in every election at the local, State and National levels. Ask candidates for their stance on
Human Rights issues. Even if candidates do not have a direct influence on certain issues, their
response can be a litmus test to the candidates’ character.

Protest inequities by participating in peaceful marches, writing letters to the editor and
speaking up in public forums.

The Commission urges your participation in our fight for Human Rights and at the very least let’s
be kind to each other.
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