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The Dedham Human Rights Commission’s mission is to defend the rights of all to enjoy the free 
and equal exercise of their rights and privileges as secured by the Constitution and Laws of the 
Commonwealth and the United States. To defend our rights, we all must be knowledgeable 
about the rights to which we are entitled. 

Increasingly the Commission is bringing to light issues which are calling into question individual 
constitutional rights and governments authority to deny those rights. The present 
Administration’s use of the National Guard to patrol the streets of American cities is one of 
these issues.  A debate rages around the constitutional issues this raises.  All parties reference 
the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878 to defend their stance on the issue. 

That post-Civil War act was intended to prevent federal Army troops from being employed to 

counter former Confederate States powers relating to voting rights suppression and other issues 

of states’ prerogatives.   It was later expanded to include other branches of military service 

(1956 & 2021). 

Today, the polarized political conversations around the deployment of federal troops to 

American cities centers around the need for a governor’s invitation prior to such a deployment.  

The Administration contends that legal exceptions to the prohibition may be found in various 

perceived emergency situations such as an insurrection or the release of nuclear materials, etc. 

For the citizens of the cities involved, it may be fair to look at the issue from the perspective of 

civil and human rights.  Local civilian control of law enforcement has long been perceived as a 

form of protection against the abuse of civil and human rights by law enforcement.  As 

infrequent as that abuse may be, incidents are highly publicized, giving rise to the desire for 

modes of protection. 

Although civilian oversight of federal troops deployed to American cities does exist, that 

oversight is far removed and resides in Washington, D.C. Federal oversight seems to be small 

comfort to civilians experiencing the presence of uniformed military on their local streets.  

Many citizens report experiencing anxiety and fear as military forces patrol their 

neighborhoods. 

It is commonly believed that civil and human rights will be more effectively ensured by local 

civilian-led institutions as those entities are restricted to ensuring due process, warrants, 

freedom of assembly, and local accountability to voters. 

These are fundamental issues central to the preservation of democratic governance and must 

be free from arbitrary abuse.  All citizens must remain involved in debating these matters and all 

should feel free to reach out to their elected officials, at all levels, to express their concern for 

any perceived erosions of these fundamental constitutional and human rights.  


