Written by the Human Rights Commission

Due Process and Constitutional Rights

In 2017 Dedham approved the Human Rights Commission and established the
Commission Charter with a mission which states in part:

“The establishment of the (Human Rights) Commission also represents the Town's
commitment to uphold and defend the rights of all persons in Dedham to enjoy the free
and equal exercise of their rights and privileges as secured by the Constitution and
Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and of the United States.”

The Dedham Human Rights Commission believes all Americans’ Constitutional rights
are being challenged through a series of actions initiated on a federal level but being
carried out in towns and cities across the nation.

We are particularly concerned about the disregard for the most fundamental
constitutional right of due process. The fifth amendment of our Constitution provides
that no person can “be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process”. And yet
numerous individuals are being swept off our streets by Federal agents and transported
to retention centers in other states or countries without a chance to plead their case to
any type of judiciary body. And mistakes are being made as to who is apprehended. The
Trump administration has admitted Kilmar Abregro Garcia was removed from the
country and placed in prison in El Salvador due to a “clerical error”.

The Dedham Human Rights Commission supports the constitutional rights of due
process and encourages Dedham residents to recognize that all people residing in the
United States are protected by this fundamental right.

When one individual is deprived of a constitutional right we are all in jeopardy of being
subjected to the same injustice.



