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Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
 
Location: HYBRID MEETING (Town Hall, 450 Washington Street, Room 304 and via Zoom; see 
below to join.) 
 
The following Board of Health Members were present: 

Bernadette Chirokas, Chair  
Leanne Jasset, Vice-Chair  
Emma Reidy, Member 

 
The following staff were present: 

Kylee Foley, Health Director 
Leontia Flanagan, Assistant Health Director 
Mavis Stephany Lopez Silva, Office Manager 
 

Meeting is called to order on Tuesday, October 15, 2024, at 5:34 PM. 
 
Public Comment No public present for comment in person or remotely. 
 
Discussion & Vote: 09/17/2024 Meeting Minutes: Vice Chair Leanne Jasset made a motion to 
accept the minutes of September 17, 2024, as presented. The Motion was seconded by Emma 
Reidy. The Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes as presented.  
 
Update from Health Director 
 
Dedham Day The Health Department had a table at Dedham Day on September 29, 2024. The 
Health Department provided information about inspections, upcoming flu vaccination clinics 
and the CareCab Program. Public Health Nurse Katie Paciorkowski provided an interactive 
handwashing demonstration to the public. In addition to the Health Department, DOSA 
(Dedham Organization for Substance Awareness) was also present at Dedham Day and 
distributed substance use prevention information to community members.  
 
Household Hazardous Waste Day Household Hazardous Waste Day was held on Saturday, 
October 12th. This is a once-a-year event typically held in October. Notices are sent out in the 
Dedham Times, BOH News Corner updates, and on the Town’s social media. 
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Vaccination Clinics Flu vaccine clinics were held last week. The public clinic was on Tuesday, 
October 8, 2024, where just under 140 residents were vaccinated. The senor clinic was held on 
Thursday, October 10, 2024, and 97 seniors were vaccinated. Public Health Nurse Katie 
Paciorkowski will also be administering flu vaccines to homebound residents as well as town 
and school staff.  
 
Annual Permit Renewals Reminder notices were sent out today, October 15, 2024, to all food, 
dumpster, tobacco, cryogenic chamber, funeral director and body art establishment permit 
holders. The Health Department has transitioned to OpenGov, online permitting portal, for 
permit renewals. These permits must be renewed by December 31, 2024. The Health 
Department will continue to work with permit holders through this transition.  
 
DOSA Update Dedham Organization for Substance Abuse Director, Rachel Smith was present 
remotely. She updated the Board on upcoming DOSA events and training such as the Dedham 
High School and Middle School Open House, Mental Health First Aid Training, Narcan Training, 
and Norfolk DA Office Peer Leadership Certificate Program.   
 
Discussion (&Possible Vote): Family Dollar  

The Health Department has continued to work with Family Dollar to address the 

establishment’s ongoing mice issue. Assistant Health Director Leontia Flanagan conducted 

inspections of the establishment weekly since the last Board meeting, including today, October 

15, 2024.  Assistant Director Flanagan stated she met with Family Dollar representative 

Francisca this morning; it appeared all structural issues have been addressed. There were two 

violations on EcoLab’s pest control report that were outstanding but they have been corrected. 

All food was removed from the store on October 11, 2024 with the exception of frozen and 

canned goods and cleaning logs have been kept, however, there have still been mice catches. 

The Board discussed the most recent inspection report as well as the refusal of food deliveries 

and removal of food from the establishment. The Board expressed concerned as there were still 

food items present as of October 10, 2024. However, the Board required the removal of food 

immediately at the last Board meeting on September 17, 2024. The Board was made aware that 

EcoLab has not conducted daily pest control visits. Jack Siegal, Family Dollar’s Legal Counsel, 

was present at the meeting, and stated that he did advise Family Dollar these visits had to be 

performed daily, including weekends. The Board discussed that while there have been 

improvements made to the facility, it must be noted that all required conditions were not 

adhered to. Vice Chair Leanne Jasset noted that while access to this grocery store is important 

to the community, health, safety, and well-being are paramount. Vice Chair Jasset mentioned 

discussing potential fines being imposed on non-compliant businesses or the potential for the 

closure of the establishment should these issues continue. The Board discussed inspection 

intervals for food establishments and permitting of food establishments, such as Family Dollar, 

as well as updating the regularity of inspections for Family Dollar moving forward. Member 

Emma Reidy made a motion to keep previous contingencies mandated by the Board. These 

contingencies are the following: 
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1. Continued cessation of all food deliveries. 

2. Adherence to corrective action plan including specified cleaning frequencies and daily 

pest control frequencies and recommendations. 

3. Continued weekly Health Department visits until a significant decrease in pest activity 

has been observed. 

4. Correction of outstanding structural deficits that have been identified.  

 

Member Emma Reidy would like to continue this matter at the next Board meeting. Chair 

Chirokas seconded this motion. The Board voted 2-1 in favor of this motion. Vice Chair Jasset 

noted for the record that she feels this is too weak a motion and the motion lacks the strength 

to warrant action by the applicant.  

 

Old/New Business 

Next Board of Health Meeting will be Thursday, November 7, 2024.  

 

Piercing/Body Art Chair Chirokas has heard of piercings being performed at hair salons in 

Dedham and inquired on the permitting process. Director Foley stated that needle piercing 

requires permitting based on the Board’s Body Art Regulations and there is only one 

establishment currently permitted for this type of piercing in Dedham. Chair Chirokas will 

follow up with Director Foley on this matter.  

 

Vice Chair Jasset made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:34 PM, which was seconded by 

Member Emma Reidy. The Board voted unanimously to adjourn the Board of Health meeting at 

6: 34 PM on Tuesday, October 15, 2024.  


