
Town of Dedham Commission on Disability Meeting 

September 12, 2022 – 7:00 p.m. – via Zoom 

Members Present: John Tocci, Bernie Chirokas, Ken Cimeno, Mary Nikolaides, Shari Laurent, 
Dianne Loud, Vicky Berg, Ellen Conway Robert Carr, Bridgett Driscoll, Matthew Jameson.  
Guests: Heather Sutcliffe, April Wilmar. 
 
John Tocci chaired the meeting.  

 
1. Treasurer’s Report: We do not have a Treasurer’s report for September. Ken will provide 

two reports at October meeting  
 
Heather Sutcliffe—Croker Fellowship: we need to provide local businesses with 
information on how to accept persons with disabilities. Moving from autism friendly 
initiatives to Inclusion friendly, possible online training, small businesses will become autism 
certified, possible website portal with ideally annual compliance this will allow proof of 
concept for Dedham. The fellowship will provide coursework and survey the site for pre and 
post design and help people to be successful. Need to categorize businesses.  
Bridgett - inclusivity initiatives-subcommittee work with Dedham Square Circle, Oakdale 
Square Alliance, East Dedham Business Alliance 
 

2. Shari Laurent: Sensory friendly opening for Dedham Day at Memorial Field: Reached 
out to Bob Stanley to make Dedham Day more sensory Friendly, Friends of Dedham Town 
Day really run the Town Day events. See if services can be set up an hour earlier. John also 
coordinating with Parks & Recreation. 
 

3.   Subcommittees and Liaisons to other town groups: 
 
Scholarships Committee: Vicki Berg, Mary Nikolaides and Robert Carr 
Summer Grant Committee: (2 for $1000): Bridgett Burkhardt, Diane Loud and Ellen 
Conway: Discussed Application Dates – Ellen will coordinate portal on the town website. 
Inclusivity Initiative Subcommittee: Shari Laurent, Bridgett Burkardt, Matthew Jameson 
Active Transportation Working Group: Bernadette Chirokas, Robert Carr and Vicki Berg  
Board of Health Liaison: Bernadette Chirokas 
Human Rights Commission Liaison: Diane Loud 
Dedham Master Plan Committee: Ellen Conway and Matthew Jameson  
Dedham Police Dept Liaison – Mary Nikolaides 
DPW Liaison - Ken Cimeno and John Tocci 
 
Vote on creation of committees and liason: Vicky, Ken, Bridgett, Matthew, Mary, Diane, 
Ellen, Bob, John – All Yes 
 

4. Town transportation planning: School based, and private groups help with transportation 
planning. COD needs to be part of the evaluation process and to make recommendations. 
Bernie to investigate. 



 
5. East Dedham shopping plaza: has changed all of the handicapped parking - Fred Johnson 

working with the East Dedham Plaza owners and the Mass Architectural Access Board. The 
previous parallel parking handicapped spaces in front of CVS were not fully compliant and 
they are now adjacent to the liquor store and are 90° angle parking spaces. Extensive 
construction is expected to improve plaza facades and then the parking lot after that. Ken 
Cimeno monitors parking spaces whether new or old businesses and these are part of the site 
plan approval process.   

 
The Commission on Disability receives 50% of all Handicapped parking violation fines from 
Police/Dedham Town Hall.  

 
6. Bridge at Condon Park/Bussey Street: The State-will be rebuilding the bridge and fix 

sidewalks and very high curbs as part of the process. Expected completion in 2023. 
  
7. Rustcraft Road from East Street to Legacy Place: portions of sidewalk are constructed 

and replacing existing sidewalk. However you must cross the street three times between 
Legacy Place and the end of the business parking lots/Rustcraft field parking area. Some 
accessibility issue due to hydrant and pole placement and the way in which the work crew 
extended pavement around the poles, in some spots very narrow margin. DPW is correcting 
some of the work done by the contractor Take phots of any issue and send to Ken 
Cimeno/John Tocci. 

 
8.  New Business:   
 
Halfway Café – Railing does not go down to the bottom of the ramp. Ken to investigate. 
CVS in Dedham Sq.: Ramp has no yellow marking. It is currently steeper than expected at a 1:12 

pitch and should be a 1:20 pitch  
Announcement of community meeting 28th for Elementary School Building Committee 

 
Next COD Meeting:  Oct 17, 2022 7p.m. Zoom  

Meeting adjourned.8:36 pm  


