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December 18, 2017, Town Hall First Floor Conference Room – 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  	John Tocci, Vicky Berg, Tricia Whitehouse, Ellen Conway, 				Diane Loud,  Ken Cimeno

Members Absent: Kaylee Polito, Robert Winston, Mac Sterling

John Tocci chaired the meeting.

November 2017 minutes unanimously approved with no edits.

Guest Speaker: Brian Keaney  

Brian talked to the committee about the Mother Brook walking trails and efforts to make those as accessible as possible.  The long-term goal is to create walking trails along the Mother Brook (AliMed to Curve Street, Mill Pond Parkway, behind the CVS in East Dedham Square, Dunkin’ Donuts to Mother Brook condos).  There are already some unofficial walking trails, and both the owners of CVS and Dunkin’ Donuts are considering redeveloping their properties and may develop part of the trails.  Most areas are fairly level, although there are some steep sections which will require help from contractors.  Brian will be walking with the Conservation Committee on 12/20 and will be able to provide updated plans after that.  John Tocci pointed out that there are other disabling conditions (e.g. psychiatric disabilities) which would not require mobility-accessible trails and persons with these types of disabilities could benefit from the walking trails as well.

Vicki Berg suggested that the COD could potentially sponsor some part of this, like a railing for increased accessibility.  Commission members agreed that the COD should stay involved.


MCAD Event: John Tocci reached out to MCAD’s education coordinator, but has not yet received a response.
 
Dedham Equitiy and Inclusion Task Force:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day event planned for 1/15/18 at Dedham Middle School.  Some members of the COD are interested in attending this.

New Business
Handicapped Parking violations: Vicky Berg reports that there is less info in the Dedham Times regarding HP violations, and fewer violations overall reported this past year.  Scott from the Dedham Times states that he will make that known at the Times, but that the paper relies on police reports for what they publish.

For our next meeting, Ken Cimeno will find out who has the authority to increase fines in Dedham.

Vicky Berg went to an Aging in Dedham meeting this month.  The focus was on accessibility/walkability, transportation, communication and community engagement.

John Tocci reports that Dan Hart of the Dedham Recreation Commission will be sending the 50 Accessibility report and we will spend the next meeting reviewing it.  John to email this in advance of the meeting.


Future Meetings:  
	January 22, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
            February 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
            March 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Diane Loud

