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October 16, 2017, 2017, Town Hall First Floor Conference Room – 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  	John Tocci, Kalee Polito, Vicky Berg, Tricia Whitehouse, Ellen Conway, 				Diane Loud, Mac Sterling, Ken Cimeno, Robert Winston

John Tocci chaired the meeting.

September 2017 minutes unanimously approved with minor edits.

Massachusetts Office on Disability Updates/Grant Application Proposal – CART:  John Tocci spoke with Andrea Terklesen who provided support for the project.  Ms. Terklesen needs to determine which Town department should fund the project.  She also requested a copy of any contracts for services, which would need to be vetted through the Town’s legal department.  

Tricia Whitehouse will email John Tocci any contracts she has received, including attachments.  Tricia Whitehouse presented the final CART proposal to the Commission.  The deadline to submit the proposal is November 17, 2017.

John Tocci volunteered to send the final CART proposal to Nancy Baker to get her approval for the Commission to use her name in the submission.  

Emergency Preparedness for Disabled Person’s Dependent Upon Electronically Powered Medical Equipment Follow Up:  Ken Cimeno reported that the Town does not have a compact with any local hotel.  However, the middles school serves as the Town’s ADA compliant shelter in an emergency.  The middle school has a back-up generator available and a full kitchen.  In an emergency situation, the Town could make arrangements to provide transportation of someone from their home to the shelter.  However, it is the responsibility of the individual to bring any necessary medicine or medical devices to the shelter with them.

Mac Sterling volunteered to spearhead an effort to determine what other emergency services are available to disabled and elderly residents of the Town and to ensure that information regarding those services is appropriately disseminated.  Ken Cimeno suggested that Mac speak with Kathy Cardinelli and the Fire Chief.  Vicky Berg volunteered to assist Mac in this effort.  

Variance Request - MCI Norfolk:  Mac Sterling reported that he received the MCI Norfolk variance application for certain changes to the bathrooms at the correctional facility.  The Commission discussed the application which included removing and replacing physical toilets with different physical toilets for water conservation purposes.  Currently, eleven of the toilets are not accessible.  However, the variance application proposes to make four compliant toilets and seven non-compliant.  There will be new signage put on the restrooms to direct individuals of the locations of the handicapped bathroom facilities.  The Commission does not object to the proposed variance application.  

Warrant Article - Establishment of Human Rights Commission:  John Tocci reported that there is a pending warrant article to establish a Human Rights Commission in the Town of Dedham.  The Commission discussed the proposed Commission with respect to its proposed jurisdiction over disability issues.  Overall, the Commission supports the Human Rights Commission but does not want there to be confusion over where disabled residents may turn if they have an issue in the Town.   

Dedham Recreation Master Plan Updated:  Mac Sterling reported that there have been delays over paperwork.  However, Gonzalez field will be opening next week.  Eversource will power the lights in the field next spring.  

Guests for future meeting:  John Tocci suggested we invite a Planning Board member or Kathy Cardinelli to our next meeting.  

New Business:  John Tocci reminded the Commission that the door to the meeting room must always remain open so that the public can walk in.  

Future Meetings:  
	November 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
	December 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Kalee Polito 

