[bookmark: _GoBack]Town of Dedham Commission on Disability Meeting
September 11, 2017, Selectman’s Office – 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  	John Tocci, Diane Loud, Tricia Whitehouse, Ellen Conway, Mac Sterling, Ken Cimeno, Robert Winston, Vicky Berg

Members Absent:	Kalee Polito

Mac Sterling chaired the meeting.

August 2017 minutes unanimously approved with minor edits (add Robert Winston to attendees)

Sidewalk Accessibility: Discussion of accessibility in Dedham Square and whether new restaurants have sidewalk seating.  Ken Cimeno reports that no approvals have been given to new restaurants that include sidewalk seating.  He also confirmed that 4’ is the normal width of a sidewalk and with obstructions, there needs to be 3’ of usable space.  Problems persist with people moving chairs and tables in the Square to block the sidewalk.  Some businesses have changed the tables and chairs to benches (e.g., D’Angelos) and this poses fewer problems.

Treasurer’s Report:	Ken Cimeno reports that our beginning balance on August 1 was $44, 965.56 and our ending balance on August 31 was $45, 015.11.  There is a question of whether the $5,000.000 for the Veteran’s Road playground was ever transferred out of our account, as the promised benches were never put into place.  Ken will find out about the money and will speak to Rob Lainey about the benches.

Handicap Parking Violation accounting: Ken Cimeno reports that he has not received the report on these.  Will reach out again.

Dedham Recreation Master Plan: Mac Sterling reports that the committee is going through minute edits on the plan.  There is a meeting on September 12, 2017, and Mac will attend and update us as to the final date for the Master Plan.

Emergency Preparedness: Tricia Whitehouse was contacted by a resident of Jefferson Place, who had been concerned about potential hurricanes because she is ventilator dependent.  The resident reports that she was told that, in the event of lost power, she should go to the Holiday Inn, but when she went to confirm this with Holiday Inn, she was allegedly treated poorly by the front desk staff and told that it would not be an option for her because they are “always full and, in the event of an emergency, prioritize the employees of Fox 25.”

Ken Cimeno had also been contacted about this and he spoke with the manager of the Holiday Inn, who said they would absolutely accommodate this person.  The manager also asked for information on which staff person it was, so that he could address the situation.  Ken will call the resident and connect her with the manager of the Holiday Inn.

Question: Is there a town compact with the Holiday Inn?  

Proposal: Invite the Emergency Management director to a future COD meeting.

Massachusetts Office on Disability Updates/Grant Application Proposal – Committee Discussion:  The Riverdale grant has been submitted.  No idea when we will hear.

Tricia Whitehouse reported on the CART grant, which has yet to be submitted.  She spoke with Andrea Turkleson, who seemed to believe that the COD was going to pay completely for any matching funds.  John Tocci reported that Sam Rippin had indicated that it could be placed under the school department’s budget and raised the question of whether we could convince the town that we will pay for the hardware if they will pay for the transcription services.  We wrote the grant to cover remote transcription, as that is more cost-effective for the town.  John Tocci will speak further with Andrea Turkleson.

New Business: 

Vicky Berg reported that she went to a meeting on accessibility in McDonald Square/the Manor neighborhood.  The meeting was facilitated by the Beta Company.  The issue is that there is no defined sidewalk in this area and there is a business owner who is resisting putting in curbs.  This presents a safety issue.  Vicky reports that there was no resolution at the meeting, but that 2 individuals were going to speak with this business owner.  There is some question of whether the Board of Selectmen needs to get involved.  Vicky will email the meeting facilitator and recommend a conversation with Ken Cimeno.

Ken Cimeno reported that he received an inquiry from someone regarding handicapped parking in Oakdale Square.  The individual is seeking to move the handicapped parking spot to Sanderson and Cedar, near the majority of the businesses.  Ken  recommended that this person contact the Town Manager or the Director of Public Works, and also informed them about the COD.

Guests at future meetings:  Discussion of guests at future meetings included suggestions for the Emergency Management Director and also someone from the Planning Board.  John will reach out and determine the best person from Emergency Management next, and will invite someone from the Planning Board for December.

Future meetings:
October 16th at 7pm
November 20th at 7pm
December 18th at 7pm
