Town of Dedham Commission on Disability Meeting
August 7, 2017, Town Hall First Floor Conference Room – 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  	John Tocci, Kalee Polito, Tricia Whitehouse, Ellen Conway, Mac Sterling, Ken Cimeno

Members Absent:	Diane Loud, Vicky Berg 

John Tocci chaired the meeting.

July 2017 minutes unanimously approved with minor edits.

Treasurer’s Report:	No Treasurer’s Report was provided.

Massachusetts Office on Disability Updates/Grant Application Proposal – Committee Discussion:  Ken Cimeno reported that Nancy Baker provided him with documentation which demonstrates the Town of Dedham’s compliance with the Five Administrative criteria set forth in the MOD’s grant application, as follows:
1. Designation of Responsible Employee – Nancy provided Ken with a letter which originally listed Bill Keegan as the Responsible employee.  Nancy is going to have the Town issue a new letter designating Ken as the Responsible employee.
2. Grievance Procedure – documentation provided
3. Notice of ADA Requirements – documentation provided
4. Self Evaluation – documentation provided, it is encompassed in two separate documents, one for the Town and one for the schools
5. Transition Plan – documentation provided, also encompassed in two separate documents, one for the Town and one for the schools.  

By tomorrow, Ken should have a substantially complete set of documents.  Kalee Polito will reach out to Nancy Baker to find out which Town employee should be the “contact” on the finalized application.  

A discussion ensued regarding whether it made sense to submit documentation to prove that the Town is committed to matching any awarded funds.  Ken suggested that the Commission show that funds have been earmarked for use if the grant is awarded.  For example, Sam Rippen could submit a letter explaining where the matching funds would be come from, which would reference the School Committee’s budget as well as the Town vote to allocate $100,000 toward the Riverdale School playground.  John Tocci will reach out to Sam Rippen regarding the proposed letter.  

Tricia Whitehouse reported on the CART proposal.  Jeff Budock is on vacation and Tricia needs to follow up with him regarding the best means to make the sound-board interface with the laptop in the chosen design.  Tricia has received a number of conflicting responses from various transcription services that she reached out to regarding this issue.  Tricia also needs to confirm with Jeff whether there is a current laptop model available that has all of our required components, as the version she has currently included in the quote is discontinued.  

Additionally, the Commission discussed whether the Town has made a firm commitment to match the funds necessary to purchase the CART equipment in the event that a grant is awarded.  Ken Cimeno suggested that Tricia reach out to the IT Department to ensure that money for the IT budget can be earmarked for the CART proposal.  

Tricia will contact Andrea Turkelson of the IT Department about the matching funds. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ken reported on the issue of obstructions in front of businesses in Dedham Center.  Although legal passage width was noted on several visits to Dedham Center, it was pointed out that customers will often move tables and chairs into the sidewalk obstructing the same.  It was determined that cooperation from the Dedham Square Alliance and reminders to businesses may be the most effective way to keep sidewalks clear.
