[bookmark: _GoBack]Town of Dedham Commission on Disability Meeting
June 19, 2017, Town Hall Clerk’s Conference Room – 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  	John Tocci, Kalee Polito, Vicky Berg, Tricia Whitehouse, Ellen Conway, 				Diane Loud, Mac Sterling, Ken Cimeno, Robert Winston

Guests Present:	Sam Rippin, Mayann Briggs, Ed Paris, Elizabeth O’Connell

John Tocci chaired the meeting.

May 2017 minutes unanimously approved with minor edits.

Treasurer’s Report:  Ken Cimeno provided the following report for February – May 2017:

	Month
	Beginning Balance
	Ending Balance
	Difference

	February 2017
	$38,365.40
	$38,394.48
	$29.08

	March 2017
	$38,394.48
	$38,428.51
	$34.03

	April 2017
	$38,428.51
	$38,483.21
	$34.70

	May 2017
	$38,463.21
	$38,499.46
	$36.25



Scholarship Report:  No updates.

Massachusetts Office on Disability Updates/Grant Application Proposal – Committee Discussion:  A number of guests joined the meeting to discuss the MOD grant application proposals, including Sam Rippin, Ed Paris, Elizabeth O’Connell and Mayanne Briggs.  John Tocci welcomed all of the guests and gave a brief overview of the two MOD grant proposals prepared by the Commission.

Kalee Polito reported that she spoke with Evan Bjorkland, the General Counsel for MOD, earlier that day because there was confusion over whether the FY17 application deadline was June 5th or June 30th.  According to Evan, all of the MOD Improvement Grant funds have already essentially been disbursed for FY17.  The MOD includes the June 5th and June 30th deadline on the application because technically, a town could have an invoice for 6/26 and it would still be eligible under the grant.  However, they have already chosen all of the towns that will receive grants.  Evan suggested that the Commission hold off its application until the start of the FY18 application period.

A discussion ensued regarding this new information and everyone expressed frustration with the misleading deadlines presented in the application process.  However, the Commission remained determined to finalize the two grant applications in order to have them ready for the FY18 application period.

John Tocci suggested that the following questions be presented to MOD’s General Counsel:
1. Is this a reimbursement grant or is it a straight grant?  This question is relevant because the Riverdale playground project can’t happen if it is a reimbursement grant.  
2. Is it a rolling application process or subject to a deadline? As of April, the MOD had only one application submitted, but two months later, MOD reported that all of the money was gone for FY17.  
3. Why does the grant application contain conflicting deadlines for application submission? 


RIVERDALE PLAYGROUND PROPOSAL
Next, Sam Rippin presented on a few changes to the Riverdale playground project.  Last year when he started looking into the project, he got a quote for over $300,000 for a fully accessible playground.  However, that was only one proposal.  Recently, Sam solicited bids from ME O’Brien and Ulta Play.  Ulta Play was the vendor that completed the Avery School playground.  Ulta Play’s proposal was significantly less expensive than the current proposal ($270,000 vs almost $350,000) and included many accessible and inclusive features.

Mayanne distributed pictures of the playground proposal and explained the benefits of all of the various features.  Some of features include an accessible-glider, a sensory feature for children with autism, a unity dome that allows children in wheelchairs to play in the bottom while other children can climb on the top, and a number of other features that promote inclusion.  Additionally, under the Ulta Play proposal, the playground will be constructed in a “community-build” which is a great way to bring the entire community together around the playground.  

CART PROPOSAL
Tricia Whitehouse reported on the CART proposal.  The Costs of the CART project have decreased because the plans for the new Selectman’s meeting chamber already include a projector screen.  All of the options keep the same projector that was discussed at the last meeting.  We may need to request multiple wall plate switches depending on where the CART services are most likely to be used.  The wall plate switches are $650 each.  Tricia presented multiple options for a mobile white board or projector screen.  Tricia will follow up with the Town’s Technology liaison.

Vicki distributed a document that she created which details “highlights’ of all of the Commission’s business over the last sixteen years.  The document will be attached to both proposals.

Ken Cimeno will follow up with Nancy Baker to determine whether we have evidence of complying with the MOD’s criteria for applying for a project grant.   We must attached documentary evidence of our compliance with the five criteria at the time of applying for the grant.

New Business:  Mac Sterling reported that there will be a regional Commission on Disability meeting in Barnstable on August 22 from 11:00-2:00 if anyone is available to attend.  

The meeting was adjourned.  

The following dates are scheduled for the monthly meetings:
	July 10, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
	August 7, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
	September 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Kalee Polito, Secretary

