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March 20, 2017 Town Hall First Floor Conference Room – 7:00p.m.

Members Present:  	John Tocci, Tricia Whitehouse, Vicky Berg, Ellen Conway, Mac Sterling, Diane Loud

John Tocci chaired the meeting.  

The following agenda items have been tabled until the next meeting:
· Treasurer’s Report
· Parking fines report

Update on accessibility at Hebrew Senior Life early voting site: No further follow-up.  Hebrew Senior Life and Town of Dedham are now aware of the problem and hopefully it will be better next time.  The issue was put to rest.

Update on Parks and Recreation interpreter:  
· John made an inquiry to Elizabeth O’Connell (director of Special Education in Dedham Public Schools) to inquire about numbers of deaf/hard of hearing students in the school system.  While she could not give any identifying information, she was able to tell him that there are a total of 9 students across all sites (preK – high school) who identify as hard of hearing or profoundly deaf.
· Actual numbers fluctuate, as some students may have accommodations or corrective devices (e.g., cochlear implants).  There are an additional 6 students who fall into this category.
· There is a question of whether this is an accurate reflection of the number of school-aged kids in Dedham who are deaf or hard of hearing, because many families send their children to independent schools.  So we still do not know how many might need services from the Parks and Recreation Department.
· Vicky suggested that we could put an ad in the Dedham paper looking for an ASL interpreter, or maybe it could be a community service project for a HS student if there is one who knows ASL.
Next Steps: John will follow up to find out if there are other deaf or hard of hearing students who may have moved to different schools, as well as general age groupings for the 9 students.  We will also look at minutes from the previous meeting to determine what the original tasks are that we need to follow up on.

Mass COD meeting – Mac Sterling: Mac attended a meeting run by the Massachusetts Commission on Disabilities.  Their outreach program has been very successful (based on the number of and quality of calls).  The state is offering education/training in each region.  The training is 2 days to start, then an additional ½ -1 day.  The training objectives include how to leverage state resources and how to run a successful COD.  Next state COD meeting is April 28th, 10 – 11.  There is also a Call for Art for an art show by artists with disabilities.  Mac will circulate the email to all Council members.

Grant Opportunities – Mac Sterling: At the state COD meeting, it was discussed that towns with active CODs can get grants of up to $250K to ‘remove barriers’.  Some ideas:
· CART for Town meetings 
· Accessible playgrounds (John had received a letter asking for our capacity to fund playgrounds, which are very expensive)
The deadline for applying to grants is June 30, 2017.  
Next Steps: Tricia will research CART costs.  John will find out more specific costs for accessible playgrounds.  Ellen and Mac will get as much information as possible on the process of applying for grants.

Recreation Master Plan Update – Mac Sterling:  Mac Sterling reported work on the Master Plan is progressing.  The company that was selected to write the plan has been working on it.  Parks and Rec held a meeting last week for the public, and about 75-80 people attended.  There was a presentation on the Open Space plan, as well as some small group work asking attendees to report what they think the town is doing well/not doing well/not doing at all.  Communication between the town and the citizens emerged as an area to improve.  Next meeting will have a presentation of an action plan to the committee.

Mac reported that there was also discussion of Open Spaces and what is going on there.  One of the women on that committee just got put on the Conservation Committee.  The Strier Property was also a topic of discussion.  The final plans for this are out, and include soccer fields, tennis courts, a dog park, trails and boardwalks.  Evidently there is some opposition to this.

Dog Park – Mac Sterling: The gates to the dog park are problematic---they are not wide enough for a wheelchair and the pull mechanism for the gate is complicated.  The plan is to put a ‘sidewalk’ along the front fence, and the suggestion is to move the location to mitigate heat and sun.  This may be the permanent dog park, so there is a lot that needs to be fixed.  Suggested Next Step: get Ken Cimeno involved.

Scholarship Report – Vicky Berg:  Vicky has contacted 14 or 15 schools which might have students from Dedham, to try to locate students who could use the scholarships.  There are 2 scholarships for DHS graduates and 1 scholarship for a non-DHS graduate, of $1500 each, for use beyond high school.  

Letter to Architectural Access Board: We had been forwarded a draft of a letter from regional COD to Architectural Access Board regarding updates to 521CMR Architectural Access Board Regulations.  Allegedly, updates have been stalled by the Executive Office of Administration and Finance.  Unclear if there is any action for us to take.  Next Steps: Tricia will go back and see if she can find a source for this.

New members: No response to our advertisement.  Next Steps: John will ask for this to be reposted, and we can use social media for recruitment as well.

New business: Mac Sterling brought an email from Jeff Dugan to all regional CODs, regarding a meeting on Tuesday, April 25th at the Brookline Regional Commission on Disabilities.  Mac will forward this to all Council members.

John Tocci brought up that there was an advertisement in the Dedham Times for 6 office spaces, and in the picture accompanying the ad was the Wardle’s Pharmacy building, in which we had unsuccessfully tried to get accessibility issues addressed.

The following dates are scheduled for the monthly meetings.

April 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
May 8, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
June 19, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Diane Loud
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